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There are clear advantages to shifting away from human labor and using
technological solutions. The automation of jobs through artificial intelligence
(AI) and robots has improved many industries’ profitability, safety, and
efficiency. ( 7 ), there are also some clear problems. These technologies have
social and economic impacts, and they also raise serious ethical questions. To
maximize the benefits of these technologies, we must be able to recognize and
minimize their drawbacks.

One well-known disadvantage associated with Al and automation is worker
*displacement. Often, a single robot or Al is capable of destroying dozens of
human jobs. This can result in a sudden and dramatic increase in

unemployment. Also, this does not just affect low-skilled jobs. Al is also being

used in fields that rél(;uire advanced problem-solving skills and the ability to
analyze complex situations. Robots equipped with *state-of-the-art software and
large data capabilities can perform delicate surgery, identify ideal chemical
compounds to maximize crop harvests, and even help set public policy. These
jobs used to require highly educated and trained professionals. This threat to
skilled jobs is why the late physicist Stephen Hawking warned that “artificial
intelligence and increasing automation is going to *decimate middle-class jobs,
worsen inequality, and risk significant political *upheaval.” Also, job loss
affects more than just people’s financial stability. According to World Health
Organization studies, in almost all cases, workers displaced by AI and
automation experience a period of emotional stress and other mental health

problems. To make matters ( 4 ), many of these workers are forced to



*relocate as well.

Another downside to automation is that it is extremely complicated and
expensive. Ii:a) requires a large initial capital investment. There are high
operating costs related to maintenance, repair, management, training, and
more. These costs can make machines more expensive than human workers.

Depending on the industry, the organization’s size, growth forecasts, job-market

conditions, and other factors, choosing automation is not necessarily beneficial
(b)

to companies.

Currently, Al-assisted and automated work involve machines capable of
(2)
performing limited tasks that are either repetitive or highly specified.

Machines, however, are limited to what they have been programmed to do.
They have much less flexibility than humans. Even the most advanced and
precise robots cannot adapt to as wide a range of functions as quickly as a
human can. For example, a human mechanic can drive a car, change the oil,
and replace old parts. However, a self-driving Al program can only drive a
vehicle. Similarly, a human doctor could probably perform surgery, deliver a
baby, and set a broken bone, whereas a surgical robot can only perform
surgery. Unexpected challenges and situations happen all the time. Thus, we
cannot rely solely on (Er)lachines to do all our work for us.

Finally, there are the less immediate but perhaps most important ethical
and moral questions about automation. For example, should Al and automation
be used by the military? An increasing number of studies demonstrate that
humans tend to become too dependent on technology and automation. One such
study, “Understanding Human Over-Reliance on Technology,” was published by
the National Institutes of Health in 2019. The author found that people think
less critically and behave less carefully when machines take over decision-
making processes. This mental state could lead to serious consequences when

(d)
combined with powerful machines capable of starting and fighting wars with

minimal self-risk. There is also the possibility that AI technology could

eventually control, rather than serve, humans. Some people may laugh at this



idea now, but human error in the management of technology or decisions about
how it should be used is a real concern. Elon Musk is a business leader in the
field of AI. He has warned that it could become “an *immortal *dictator from
which humans would never escape.”

Our wuse of Al-assisted automation and robots is already yielding
substantial rewards in certain areas, with the promise of many more to come.
But these technologies come with real dangers as well. To ensure a future in
which Al is a ( 7 ) to humans rather than an enemy, we must think
carefully about how best to use it.

(Peggy Anderson, Lucas Foster & Thomas Hong,
ON POINT 1 Reading and Critical-Thinking Skills, Second Edition)

(1%) displacement [i& Xtz . fi#g state-of-the-art [#&H=D |
decimate [~D% < #HITT | upheaval [ KZH) ]
relocate [##zd 5. 5ol ] immortal [AFED. 7K IHE <

dictator [Ji## |

M1 XhozZp (7 ) ~ (7 ) CANSOICRbEL R D%, ZNE®~
@D 5 1 DFEN,

(7) BER
@ So @ However
® Besides @ For example

(1) BER
@D more @ less ® better @ worse

@ friend ® master @ close @ trouble
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(@) downside RER
@® mistake @ weakness ® decrease @ delay
(b) 1is not necessarily beneficial to companies FRER

@ never fails to harm companies
@ doesn’t need to bring profits to companies
® might not have a positive impact on companies

@ is unlikely to help increase the sales of companies

(c) challenges 3 ]
@ changes @ rivals @ difficulties @ losses
(d) lead to REW
@® bring about @ take off ® point out @ succeed in
4 KLONEIZ—HTHb0%, KOD~@DH 5 1 D, R

@D Some scientists, including Stephen Hawking, have had positive
opinions on the development of Al.

@ Studies by the World Health Organization show the negative impact of
Al on people’s mental health.

® Despite several problems to solve, one advantage of Al is that it can
lower companies’ labor costs.

@ Although AI has fully developed in technological terms, its negative

effects on society and the economy are still great.
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(A) Which of the following is the best title for this article? FREW
The Real Cost of Al

The Advantages of Al

The Use of Al for War

® 00

How AI Improves Our Life

(B) Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the article as an impact of
Al on society? RER
@ The risk of people losing their jobs.

The appearance of a world where Al rules humans.

The possibility that AI will change people’s mindsets.

® 0 O

The growing conflict between developing and advanced countries.
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Two students are talking on campus in the US.

Becky:
Asako:

Becky:

Asako:

Becky:

Asako:

Becky:

Asako:

Becky:

Asako:

Becky:

Are you ready for your classes this semester?

(1 ) I've got my notebooks and the materials I need for my art
class, but I haven’t bought any of my textbooks yet. How about you?
I'm at about the same point as you. I know I shouldn’t complain, but
they are so expensive.

I think so too, but there’s nothing we can do about it. They contain
specialized information and theyre much longer than your average
mystery novel.

Yeah, that and theyre often full color. The ink and the paper
themselves aren’t(A)cheap.

Exactly. So, I'm trying to find used copies of the textbooks I need but
I'm not having much luck.

You know, I'm of two minds when it comes to used textbooks. ( 2 ),
it’s a good way to save a bit of money.

And every bit counts for us broke students. What’s the other side of
your argument? I can’t think of any downsides.

Well, some people like to write in their books. It can be pretty
annoying when things are underlined or highlighted in a used textbook
I buy, or if there’s some scribbling in the margin.

Ah, yes. I tend to do that. It helps me when I re-read parts of the book
before the test. But I can see how that might be distracting for the
next person. ( 3 ) I find import?nt or confusing might not be for
them. But I've never sold my old textbooks, so I guess it doesn’t

matter.

Why not? You can make a lot of your money back, especially if you sell



Asako:

il 1

them online.

job.

oz (1) ~ (

D~@DH 5 1 DFE,

.’ ® ® ® 6 = ® ® ® 6 =

® 00

Almost of them.
I’d rather not.
Of course.

Not quite.

On the one hand
In other words
Fortunately

Consequently

What
Where
Which
Who

I don’t know. I guess I consider them part of my library of knowledge.
Some classes build on previous ones, so I might want to go back and

check something. And who knows if they’ll come in handy once I get a

3 ) WCABEBELTROELLRbDE, ThEh
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mystery novels
textbooks

art materials

® 0 0

notebooks

B3 TFHEE O that 75T NAE LTRELEYL 2D DO%, KOD~@DHH s 1 O
~ REH

writing in textbooks
re-reading textbooks

selling textbooks

® ® 0 0

buying used textbooks

M4 EFONRIZED LI, ZBHHCALERDELLZDLDE, ROD~@DH»rs 1o
BN, AR

The main topic of this conversation is ( ).
@® how to choose a new book to read
ways to save money as a poor student

the merits and demerits of used books

® © O

the reason students go to the library
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@ Becky does not understand why Asako has not bought her textbooks
yet.

@ Becky recommends that Asako sell her textbooks from past classes.

® Asako and Becky disagree about the best way to study for their tests.

@ Asako wants Becky to stop complaining about not having enough

money.
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1 I listen to English news every day, so 'm making ( ) in English.
R
@ charge @ progress @ satellite @ career
2 Overweight people are more ( ) to develop various health
problems. RER
@ completely @ really ® hardly @ likely
3 Their activities help those who cannot ( ) to buy food.
R
@ afford @ regard @ face @ trust
4 ( ) addition to his good looks, Takuya is good at sports.
R
@ On @ In ® For @ With
5 I sometimes ask my brother to help me ( ) my homework.
A
@D to ® of ® with @ by
6 We are ( ) schedule, so I'm afraid we won’t meet the deadline.
R
@ Dbefore @ behind ® Dbelow @ Dbeyond
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1 We have been getting along well with our neighbors since we move

0) @ ®
here six months ago. BER
@

2 Don’t be afraid of make mistakes in your English conversations with

0) @ ® @
foreigners. fREW

3 This is the book that our teacher told us about it in class yesterday.
@ @ ® @

AR

4 I'm on my school’s baseball team, but I like watching soccer than
@ @ ©) @
baseball. R
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1 The weather was bad, so we couldn’t go swimming.

Bad weather prevented us ( ) going swimming.
A
@ to @ of ® from @ at
2 I wrote this report in three hours.
It ( ) me three hours to write this report.
mER | >
@ made @ got ® gave @ took
3 She flew to New York.
She went to New York ( ) plane.
A
® by @ for @ in @ of
4 He speaks not only English but also Chinese.
He speaks ( ) English and Chinese.
RER
@ all ® more ® both @ either
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It is bad [7] [1] too much sunlight.
@ to @ to expose ® your health
@ for ® your skin

2 ME—BICF YT AW RS ICh R o7, BER [T] - [T

I apologized to [¥] [T] camping together.
@ for @ togo ® able
@ them ® not being
3 EHUAAL HAHUTA BRI T 1 :
Our train m m we arrived at the station.
@ afew @ had ® before
@ left ® minutes

4 FEBETNHEESAHO o7 E B G TEL L, R .

I was relieved to hear that my m m
@ bike ® been ® stolen
@ found ® had
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Japanese doesn’t [7] [3] Western languages.
@ with @ in ® have
@ much ® common

M2 kol - 20E8FEOZEHICANLDICR L EHRLEL LY, ZNENDO~@DH )5

1 D

1 In the dormitory
Kana: You look like you’re struggling with something. Are you OK?
Melanie: Yeah, I'm fine. Sorry. I'm just trying to work out my schedule
for next semester, but nothing I do works.
Kana: Signing up for classes can take a bit of trial and error. I had to
switch out Spanish Literature for Spanish History myself.
Melanie: ( ) I have to take Computer Science. But, it’s
only offered at the same time as Spanish Literature. It’s a
required course for engineering majors like me.
Kana: Why don’t you do what I did then? We both can probably take
Spanish Literature next year.
fREH
That’s the same class I'm having trouble with.
Those classes are taught in different time slots.

I plan to take both of those classes next year.

® 0 0

I thought you were majoring in computer science.



2 In a homestay

Shiori:

Host mother:

Shiori:

Host mother:

Shiori:
Host mother:

® 0 0

Can I borrow that newspaper when youre done reading
it? I want to use it for a class assignment.

Why didn’t you ask me earlier? If you need it for school,
you can have it right now.

No, it’s OK. I need to write an essay on current events,
and I was hoping to get some ideas. But it’s not due for
another week, so please take your time.

Thank you. I'll be done with it in about ten minutes. I just
want to read these last couple of pages.

Certainly. ( )

Would you make me one too? And don’t worry about the
dirty dishes. Your host father said he would take care of
them when he gets home.

A AT

I'm going to buy another copy of the newspaper.
I'm going to make another cup of coffee.
I'm going to wash the dishes in the sink.

I'm going to watch the news while I wait.
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