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Recent research shows that many job-seekers believe their ideal position
would be in a large company. However, working for a small or medium-sized
business has many advantages that are too easily overlooked. Here are just a
few of them.

Working in a small organisation with a small workforce means it’s likely to
be easy to become part of it. It won’t be long before you’re familiar with the
staff and the departments that you need to deal with. This can provide a

(1)
feeling of comfort that takes much longer to develop in a large company.

Departments are likely to be small and have close connections with each other,
which helps to make internal communication work well — everyone knows
what’s going (7 ). You'll also gain a better understanding of how your own
role fits into the company as a whole.

In a small business youre likely to have considerable variety in your
workload, including opportunities to work in different areas of the company,
which will allow you to identify abilities that you didn’t know you had. An
introduction to new activities could even lead to a change of career. This variety
in your work will help to make it stimulating, so you have a good reason for
getting out of bed in the morning.

There will be plenty of opportunities to show *initiative, and you’ll also
learn to function well as part of a team. Because it’s much harder to overlook
someone within a small workforce than a large one, your efforts are more likely
to attract the attention of those higher up. You’ll have plenty of opportunity to
show what you can do, and to have your potential noticed. The result is very

likely to be that promotion comes to you faster.
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Small businesses are usually flexible, something that is rarely true of large
organisations. This means that if they’re well managed, they can adapt to make
the most of changes in the wider economy, which ( 1 ) turn can help you.
Don’t dismiss them as a place to work because of the *myths about them. Small
firms can be(?deal places for developing your career.

(Cambridge University Press, IELTS General Training 15)

(¥£) initiative [HZ&ME:] myth [f&- 7284 ]
ki o

IELTS 15 GENERAL TRAINING by Cambridge University Press, 2020,
Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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(1) R
hiring few staff for the organisation
taking time for you to get used to your job

quickly becoming familiar with your organisation

® 00

dealing with your colleagues

small businesses
large organisations

changes in the wider economy

® 00

people in your workplace
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(@) According to the second paragraph, in a small organisation, ( ).
R
@ you will like your job more the longer you work
@ it is easier to see how your job contributes to the whole
® you have plenty of time to communicate with other employees
@ you can do quality work that you wouldn’t be able to do in a large

company

(b) According to the fourth paragraph, in a small business, ( ).

@ you have to check other people’s work closely
@ getting promoted depends on who you know
® you have a better chance of getting promoted

@ management has tight control over their employees
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(@) What is the main point of this article? FRE
@ The bigger a company is, the more pleasant it is to work in it.
@ Working for a small company may be better than you think.
® The most important skill in the workplace is the ability to
communicate.
@ Job-seekers should consider the disadvantages of working for a small

company.

(b) Which of the following is true according to the article? AW
@ Flexibility is one of the key advantages of a small business.
@ Small businesses can survive only as long as they adapt to economic
changes.
@ It is not a good idea for someone who wants to change jobs to work
for a small company.
@ Today, more and more people are realizing the benefits of working in

a small organisation.
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Two students are talking on campus in Japan.

Tomoya:

Melanie:

Tomoya:

Melanie:

Tomoya:

Melanie:

Tomoya:

f,ﬁcg'
W~

How’s everything going, Melanie? Are you getting settled in?

I think so. But I tell you, I'm so glad my classes and textbooks are
all in English!

I think you’ll be surprised to hear this, but ( 1 ).

I am. Wouldnt it be easier for you if everything were in your first
language?

Well, I find English to be a lot more straightforward a language.
Even though I sometimes get tongue-tied, it’s much easier to say

what I think and how I feel.

Don’t worry. I sometimes can’t come up with the right words either. I
like the Japanese language, though, especially how some things
aren’t said so directly. ( 2 ) It’s just that remembering kanji feels
like brain surgery. How do you all do it?

It’s the same for us. It takes us years. There’s a trick to remembering

some characters, but you just have to keep at it!
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neither am I
neither are you

so am I

® 00

SO are you

B
Iy
=
[4]

I have so much trouble with it.
It might cause a misunderstanding.

It’s a rather ugly language.

® 0 0

There’s an elegance to it.

2 KEEONFICED L9112, BICALZRDELL DL, KOD~@DHH5H 12

B R
According to the conversation, both Tomoya and Melanie ( ).

@ are majoring in a medical field

@ are surprised their lectures are in English
@ think it is difficult to remember kanji

@ think it is important to speak directly
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He sometimes cannot express his thoughts well in English.
He sometimes has trouble pronouncing English words.
He sometimes thinks English is not straightforward enough.

He sometimes wants to hide his face from other people.

Melanie is studying English as a second language.
Melanie wants Tomoya to lend her his textbook.
Tomoya is able to make himself understood in English.

Tomoya wants to learn proper English from Melanie.
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1 attack R
@ machine @ account @ attach @ achieve

2 business HEE
@ similar @ future ® suffer @ meal

2 ROFMOHFED ) 5T, RbMFEET S HFHOMED . MO3FHEREDHD
Z, TNENO~@D 5 1 DFE,

1 AR
@ re-sult @ ex-plain ® class-room @ ex-pect
2 A

@ re-cent-ly @ in-stru-ment @ ex-cel-lent @ dis-a-gree
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1 We should not ( ) children to false information on the internet.
AR
@ export @ expose ® devote @ impose

2 Some people say that children’s academic careers depend on the social

( ) of their parents. RER
@ status @ proof ® location @ statement
3 Many college students are financially ( ) on their parents.
R
@ helpful @ respectable @ consultant @ dependent
4 With the right training, anyone is ( ) of learning a new language.
A
@ able @ possible ® capable @ suitable

M4 KOELDZNZNDO THBO~@OH D5, BoLFEVFELTVEEDE 1D

1 Could you tell me what has made the computer game very much

O) &) ®
popular with both adults and young people? RER
@
2 If the weather were better, many more people would have come to the
©) ® ®
food festival that took place in the park last Sunday. R
@

f,ﬁcg'
W~
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Artificial intelligence has drastically changed [#] P4
@ jobs @ the way ® of
@ are done ® many types
2 B2 FET (MOLD) KEHLTBER S0, FRE .
Let |7| I?I
@ the water @ until ® hot
@ run ® it’s
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1 At a friend’s house

Shiori:

Heather:

Shiori:

Heather:

Shiori:

Heather:

Shiori:

® 0 0

Wow, look at your CD collection!

Yeah, about half of it is my dad’s and half of it is mine.
Really? What kind of music do you listen to?

Mainly hard rock, but I like most kinds of music. How about
you?

I'm the same way. I'm surprised to see so many CDs though in
the era of subscription services.

( ) I like listening on my phone, but I prefer
physical media. I have a couple Japanese albums too. Look.

Wow, this one’s really rare! How did you get it?

All of these albums are available.
I prefer paying a monthly price.
It’s probably my dad’s influence.
Subscriptions are better than CDs.



2 At a party
Evan: I'm Evan. Youre David’s roommate, aren’t you?
Daisuke: That’s right. I'm Daisuke. It’s nice to meet you.
Evan: I've heard a lot about you. Are you enjoying life in the US?
Daisuke: Yeah, it’s not too bad, thanks. So, what do you like to do in
your free time?
Evan: 1 like outdoor activities. Things like fishing, hiking, camping,
climbing...
Daisuke: ( ) I used to go camping all the time with my
friends back home.
Evan: In that case, you should think of joining the woodlands club.
3 ]
I don’t know anything about that kind of thing.
I'm the opposite when it comes to activities.

It’s too bad there aren’t any hobbies we share.

® 0 0

It looks like we have something in common.
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