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When Jerry Bostick said that failure was not an option on the Apollo 13
rescue mission, he knew that they were dealing with a life or death situation.
But this is not a philosophy that you can generally follow in more day-to-day
situgéions. Seth Godin probably came closer to everyday reality with his
observation that, really, success and failure go hand in hand. You can’t have
one without ( 7 ). And what’s more, mistakes and failure don’t necessarily
go hand in hand. While it’s easy to think that you should avoid making
mistakes, the truth is that they are a part of every decision-making process.

Let’s look at some examples of how this works. A college professor of mine
used to say about mistakes, ‘Understand them, learn from them and then move
on.” His words came to mind the first time I gave a presentation in my new job.
I had an audience of ten, but only four handouts. This was because the printer
cartridge had run out when I was printing the handouts and I didn’t have time
to find a new one. Fortunately, I also had a slide show prepared, so the
presentation Wg)sn’t a total failure. But I felt embarrassed and annoyed with
myself. And this is a perfect example of one of the most common types of
mistake: not planning ahead. Everything about the presentation was, in theory,
within my control, but I *blew it because I left everything until the last minute.

But even the best planning in the world doesn’t help if you don’t have
sufficient knowledge about what you’re doing. Someone I know set ( 1 ) a
new business and decided to do his own *tax returns rather than pay an
accountant. At the end of his first year of trading, he found he owed a large

sum in taxes due to his accounting errors. This nearly destroyed the company.

He learned his lesson and the following year hired an accountant.
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A third kind of mistake is more complicated and it’s not so easy to focus on
a single cause. An example is the infamous ‘New Coke’ marketing disaster.
Despite the experience and expertise of a company like Coca Cola, when they
introduced ‘New Coke’ in 1985, it *bombed. Nobody was interested in a ‘new’
flavour, everyone preferred the original taste. An in-depth analysis was needed
to try and work out who should take the blame for such a catastrophe —

3)
market researchers? product developer? executive decisions? In the end, Coca

Cola simply recognized they’d made a mistake and moved on to something
different, returning to the familiar taste of ‘Coke Classic’ almost immediately.

But perhaps the most important thing about analysing your mistakes is to

accept the blame. You blew it, it’s your fault. Once you’ve worked out what

went wrong and why, then stop looking back and look ahead — to the next

time!
(Helen Stephenson, Lewis Lansford & Paul Dummett,
Keynote Upper Intermediate Student’s Book)

(7£) blow it [KIHr$ 5] tax return [HEEH ]

bomb [Zkiz#4b 5 |

B
Used with permission of Cengage Learning, from Keynote Upper Intermediate Student's Book, Helen Stephenson,
Lewis Lansford, Paul Dummett, 2016; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc
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(1) A
Failure is the foundation of success.
Failure is absolutely unacceptable.

Only those with a strong will can succeed.

® 00

Whether you live or die depends on chance.

‘New Coke’ didn’t appeal to consumers at all.
Consumers didn’t prefer the original taste of Coke.

No one was willing to take responsibility.

® 00

Coca Cola didn’t have enough marketing experience.
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(@) According to the second paragraph, ( ). R
@ the writer’s presentation was nothing but a failure
@ the writer’s failure was due to a lack of planning
® the professor taught the writer how to avoid mistakes
@ the writer didn’t know how many people would attend the

presentation

(b) According to the third paragraph, a person the writer knows ( ).
AR

learned from his mistake

gave the writer some useful advice

had sufficient knowledge of accounting

® 0 0

didn’t realize the importance of planning
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(@) What does one refer to? ARZER
@ time N
@ handout
® person
@ printer cartridge

(b) What is the main message of this article? R
The key to success is to avoid careless mistakes.
The more you practice, the fewer mistakes you will make.

Mistakes are inevitable. What you do next is important.

® 00

You don’t have to think so hard about why things go wrong.
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Two students are talking on campus in the US.

Dan:
Mari:
Dan:
Mari:

Dan:

Mari:
Dan:

Mari:

Dan:

Mari:

f,ﬁcg'
o

By the way, I'm thinking about picking up a plant for my dorm room.
And you’re coming to me for advice, am I right?

(1)

OK, so what does your roommate think about your idea?

He’s all for it, but he says I probably shouldn’t let him anywhere near

it. According to him, he doesn’t have much of a green thumb.

How about you?

I think I can handle something simple.

How about a money tree then? Theyre pretty hard to kill and they’re
supposed to bring good luck. ( 2 )

In that case, there’s a window that gets pretty bright. I can put it there.
Listen, I was just about to head out to class, but if you want, I can go

with you tomorrow to pick out a good one.
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How can I help?
How’d you guess?
Why would I?
Why’d you do that?

® 00

B
Iy
=
[4]

They aren’t easy to take care of, though.
They clean the air in your room, too.

They do like sunlight, though.

® 0 0

They get pretty big, too.

M2 SFONFEICED) LI, ZHICALRLEL R L D%, KOD~@DHhA 5 15
B, REH

According to the conversation, Mari offers to ( ).
@ help Dan choose a plant
buy a money tree for Dan

take care of Dan’s plant

® 0 O

talk to Dan’s roommate
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@® His roommate does not want Dan to buy a plant.

@ His roommate has a minor allergy to plants.

® His roommate is not good at taking care of plants.

@ His roommate will take responsibility for Dan’s plant.

A

KFEONEE—BTHL0%, KOD~@DH A5 1 D, AR

® 00

Dan has a lot of experience taking care of plants.
Dan is concerned about the cost of buying a plant.
Dan is opposed to the idea of getting a money tree.

Dan has talked with his roommate about getting a plant.
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1 gain
@ access @ lately
2 ngk
@ action @ mistake

@ attend

® world

@ package

@ because

2 WROBHOHFED ) LT, bOWMIEET L EHOMED, MO 3FHLEEDHD

T, TNTND~@Drs 1 D,

1
@ de-bate ® pur-pose

2

@ em-ploy-er ® con-tin-ue

@ ill-ness

® at-ten-dance

R

in-jure

PR

rep-re-sent
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1 The volunteers ( ) food and water to the victims of the
earthquake. FREW
@ deprived @ disturbed
® delivered @ demonstrated

2 The main feature of this new car is its high fuel ( ). HRER

@ attendance @ insurance ® explosion @ efficiency

3 Don’t blame him. He didn’t make the mistake ( ). RER

@ politely @ intentionally
@ critically @ excellently
4 My English test score was ( ) average for the second time.
R
@ ahead @ across ® beside @ below

M4 ROEXLDZNZFND FHEHDO~@DOH 1S, BolFEVWHFELTVWEHDE 1D

1 With Typhoon Dora is approaching, we seem to have no choice but to

@ @) ®
cancel our trip this weekend. RER
@
2 The number of foreign tourists coming to Japan have been steadily
® ®
increasing since the decline of COVID-19 infection. R

€) @

f,ﬁcg'
o
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It was [#] [~] she started learning haiku.
@ sixty ® not ® she was
@ that ® until

2 WIfLE & B I L DREEORR EEBRIBRIIE 7. RE -

The doctor told her that [X] [+] good health.
@ to @ was ® breakfast
@ eating ® the key
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1 At a coffee shop

Rikako:
Nate:

Rikako:

Nate:

Rikako:

Nate:

® 0 0

What’s your favorite food?

That’s a hard question. I like a lot of things, like sushi, pizza,
steak — it depends on what I'm in the mood for.

( ) What do you get most often when you go out
to eat?

I probably order Chinese the most, but I usually get takeout.
So, for eating in, the answer’s most likely Mexican. How about
you?

It’s a toss-up between ramen and Italian for me. I don’t think
I've ever had Mexican food. It’s not popular in Japan.

Really? There’s a great burrito place downtown. I'll take you

there sometime.

FRER

I’'m not in the mood for takeout.
Let me rephrase my question.
That’s not what I asked you.

You're an outstanding chef.



2 In the dorm
Ayaka: What’s the matter? You look frustrated.
Sam: My mouse stopped working all of a sudden.
Ayaka: That sounds annoying. ( )
Sam: I tried changing it, but the light doesn’t even turn on.
Ayaka: That’s too bad. Is there anything I can do?

Sam: No, I think I just need a new one. Thankfully I can still use the
trackpad, but it’s turned making this presentation into a real
chore.

Ayaka: Good luck!
R
Could the light be broken?
Does your computer recognize it?
Have you tried the trackpad?
Is it the battery or something?
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